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Shabbos
by Mark Dickerman

I  have these two very good
friends, Charlie and John.
They are like brothers to me.

They are both Italian. Both are religious
in their own ways. And they are both
curious about Shabbos.

I’ve said various things about
Shabbos to them, all of which I now
know to have been taken as cryptic ru-
minations. I’ve said that we welcome
Shabbos like a new bride, which is why
some people will wear something white
when they go to Shul on Saturday.

I’ve said that even though Shabbos
comes once a week, it is the most impor-
tant holiday in our calendar, that all our
other holidays pick up and expand on
themes that are present every Saturday,
and that this is a wonderful thing because
it integrates the basic precepts of Juda-
ism into our lives with a rhythm we can
feel.

They’ve
asked about
praying on
Shabbos and
I’ve talked
about how
especially I
like to think
about those

prayers that extol “the handiwork” of
Hashem and the creation of the things
that shine in the sky among all the other
gifts of creation. It’s such a great thing to
stop and appreciate the world as a privi-
lege of our being.

They know what goes on at our
Shabbos services, the way we read and
discuss Torah, because I talk with them
about theology and culture and ritual and
share whatever insights and confusions
we’ve experienced together around our
table.

And I’ve talked about the Kiddush,
of course, how much we enjoy it. And
how, for me, time stops, when after my
sip of vodka, I wash my hands and re-
main silent until the “Amen” that follows
the blessing over bread. I feel this as a
moment of turning, a moment when I
am able to start again. Like on Yom Kip-
pur, I look back and ahead and I start
over. I feel very much alone as this hap-
pens and, at the same time, I feel I am a
member of a community that goes back
to ancient times. I am very much in the
world in this moment. I am connected.

To some extent, John and Charlie
already know that, for me, as for many
others, Shabbos is also a challenge. It
forces me to examine my behavior, even
my definition of myself as a Jew. Really
I’m talking about the whole issue of work
here. What is work in the modern world?
When does thinking about work count
as work? When is physical activity recre-
ation and not work?

Generally, on Shabbos, I am hang-

ing out with family and friends in a way
that I find particularly pleasant. And it
often crosses my mind, that Shabbos is,
in the words of my friend Charlie, a work
of “brilliant genius” because, in addition
to everything else that Shabbos is, it is
also a day when we stand apart from ma-
terialism and connect with what is truly
important in our lives.

 So what’s the problem? What’s not
to understand? Well, a month ago, my
friend John called with a question. He
said that he and Charlie had been won-
dering if now that dusk was coming later,
did it mean they could call me up until
nine o’clock on Friday? “But you guys
know I talk on the phone Friday night
and Saturday! What is it with you guys?”
I said. I didn’t really get a straight an-
swer. I think John was confused by his
feelings. I think he wanted me to do
Shabbos by the book, in a sense to do it
for him. And I think there was something
I had not yet explained.

 This is what I said. “Talking on the
phone uses electricity and that is like
making a fire but I do it anyway. I do
drive to Shul. I put on lights. I cook. I
turn on the TV and watch the Yankees.
What I try not to do is work. Hashem’s
day is not for profit. That’s where I draw
my line. Maybe someday I’ll change my
mind, but right now, I consider talking
to you like a Shabbos visit and a way of
spreading the good feeling of the day.”

I went on to say that not work-
ing Shabbos doesn’t make Shabbos a day
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Mazal Tov!
(email any news or announcements to dtorah@aol.com)

-Sandy and Amy White on the birth of their second grand-
son, William, born July 23, 2000. A belated Mazel Tov
on the birth of their first grandson, Larkin, born January
1, 2000.
-Zev Balsen on completing his AmeriCorps•NCCC pro-
gram in August.
-Mimi and Charles Lieber who celebrated their 40th  wed-
ding anniversary in July
-Lydia and Bernie Kukoff who recently celebrated their
35th wedding anniversary.
-Karen Levine and Alan Gelb who recently celebrated their
25th wedding anniversary.
-Karen and Sy Balsen who recently celebrated their 25th
anniversary wedding.

Welcome New Members!
George and Janet Carey
Lynn and Frank Peseckis

A Sense of Community
by Sy Balsen

In his book, The Enchantments of Judaism, the noted
Judaic scholar Jacob Neusner addresses the issue of syna-
gogue attendance or lack thereof. Stated simply, Neusner’s
premise is that many modern Jews have come to define
their religion in a rather personal way. “Celebrations of
home and family matter to the vast majority of Jewish
Americans,” states Neusner. They attend Yom Kippur ser-
vices, they have a Passover seder, their marriage and burial
rites conform to ritual, and they overwhelmingly support
Israel. But they do not go to synagogue on the sabbath.
“Prayer,” says Neusner, “is a public (emphasis mine) ac-
tion and a statement made by a community. But when
there is no sense of community...then prayer of this kind
will refer to a world I have not known...”

This idea of a sense of community is one that touches
my way of thinking very directly. It is why I settled in the
Chatham area 25 years ago in the first place. My family
was looking for a small town that we could feel part of.
The Synagogue at Malden Bridge has become a key part
in completing that sense of community. It is small enough
so that each person counts, each person has a name, and
each one of us makes a difference. And in the process we
have also become part of a larger local community by avail-
ing ourselves of the gracious offer of the Wesley United
Methodist Church to share their facilities.

No doubt, I am a romantic who hankers for a simpler
way of life. Thankfully, I have grown from a naive idealist
to a more mature realist. Although I know what I have
lost, I also know what I have gained. But I refuse to to-
tally give up what was lost. In a very romantic yet realist
way the Synagogue at Malden Bridge contributes to this
hanging on. Author W.D. Wetherell speaks about this in
his book North of Now, “Two things must remain in place,”
he writes, “the land and the vestigial hankering for com-
munity. Once there’s nothing tactile and visible and dis-
tinct left for people to cherish with all their hearts, noth-

❧ ❧ ❧

of denial. Shabbos isn’t Yom Kippur. And it’s about more than
study and prayer and meditation. Shabbos is a gift. It’s a holi-
day. It’s social. It’s a birthday of the world.

This hasn’t changed a thing. They still don’t call on
Shabbos. Not even an e-mail! I guess, they’re Orthodox.

Shabbos
by Mark Dickerman
Continued from page 1

ing abstract and moral to long for with all their spirit,
they will...be moved neither by old mountain cemeteries
nor the glint of sun on new snow, hardly even know what
village it is they live in, this village that once in a forgot-
ten age was theirs.”

Thank you, Synagogue at Malden Bridge. Thank you,
Wesley United Methodist Church. Thank you for being
my community. As for you, dear reader, it would mean a
lot to all of us to have you too make the Synagogue at
Malden Bridge part of your sense of community. If you
would like to know more about us or to become a mem-
ber, please contact us. We’d love to send you a member-
ship application! Write to the Synagogue at Malden Bridge,
Box 18, Malden Bridge or call me at (518) 766-9876.

Announcement
On August 4, 2000 we will hold Friday night

services, “Kabbalat Shabbat,” at the home of Mark
Feder at 7:00 pm. Mark lives at 161 Hudson Avenue,
which is located on the northeast corner of Route 66
(Hudson Avenue) and  Elm Street and in Chatham.
This is between the Hudson City Bank &  Trust at
Route 203 and the Grand Union Plaza.  He can be
reached at 392-3738.

Please note there will be no morning services
on Saturday August 5, 2000.



Dear Friend,

Picture this...
A warm, intimate spot in Columbia County where you can view hard-to-find films of Jewish interest. A place to

share ideas and reactions with other viewers in informal post-screening discussions over coffee, tea and babka.  A way to
foster strong cultural awareness and community through programs designed for adults and children.

Is there such a thing? A real alternative to the Hudson multiplex? A way to view arthouse fare without the long
drive to Albany or Rhinebeck?

It’s all happening at The Synagogue at Malden Bridge, where we have just invested in a giant screen (61"), state-of-
the-art Sony rear-projection television, which offers as close an approximation to a movie “experience” as you can hope
for in the kind of intimate setting we’re offering. We’re calling it our Microcinema, and we are planning a film series of
six films a year (with a special seventh film available only to subscribers) that you can enjoy by subscription (see details
below) or by single purchase tickets at the door. ($4).

Our first screening will be on Tuesday evening, August 20, at 7:00 when we will be showing The Last Klezmer.
This wonderful documentary film follows musician Leopold Kozlowski, a Polish Holocaust survivor who journeys
through Eastern Europe in search of the klezmer tradition and other lost worlds. The San Francisco Chronicle  called
this 85-minute film “soulful...elegiac...sweetly humorous.” We are showing The Last Klezmer in advance of our highly-
anticipated Klezmer picnic at Art/OMI on September 10.

On Sunday, September 24 at 7:00 P.M., we will be screening The Truce, starring John Turturro as Primo Levi . This
account of the physicist-essayist’s return to Italy upon his release from Auschwitz was directed by Francesco Rosi.

On Sunday, October 29, at 7:00, we will show, for subscribers only,  The Nasty Girl, a German film based on a true
story about a girl in a small German town who uncovers her neighbors’ unsavory Nazi past. The Washington Post  hailed
this sardonic satire , nominated for an Academy Award as Best Foreign Film, as “a comedy as clear as aqua vitae,
affording a compelling look at German dis-remembrance.”

On Sunday, November 26, we will show The Land Was Theirs (running time 52 minutes). This outstanding
documentary chronicles several generations in a Jewish agricultural community in New Jersey settled by the famous
philanthropist Baron de Hirsch, who also helped settle Jews in our area. (Fred Rheingold, ritual director at The Syna-
gogue at Malden Bridge’s lives and farms on land deeded to his family by the Baron). The Land Was Theirs promises to
be an intriguing way for us to explore our agricultural “roots.”

Over the next two years, and beyond, we expect to be showing any or all of the following:

•The Long Way Home, A gripping documentary look at the issue of resettlement after the Holocaust. Winner of
the 1998 Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature.

•Sweet Lorraine, A bittersweet comedy about the closing of a Catskills resort, starring Maureen Stapleton and Edie
(The Sopranos) Falco.

•Solomon and Gaenor. This tragic story of the love of a young Jewish man and a Welsh girl was nominated for an
Academy Award as the Best Foreign Film of 2000. (It’s in English, Welsh and Yiddish).

•The Revolt of Job. Nominated for an Academy Award as Best  Foreign Language Film of 1984, this immensely
moving Hungarian film tells the story of a Jewish couple who adopts a non-Jewish boy on the eve of the Holocaust.

•Angry Harvest. From director Agnieska Holland (Europa, Europa) comes the intense tale of a Jewish woman who
escapes from the death trains and her relationship with the Gentile farmer who shelters her (Armin Mueller-Stahl,
Shine).

•A Kiss to This Land. A feature-length documentary,  filled with rare archival footage, that chronicles the history of
Jews in Mexico.

•Arguing the World. A documentary profile of four seminal Jewish intellectuals—Nathan Glazer, Irving Howe,
Irving Kristol and Daniel Bell—educated at City College in the 1930s. “Enthralling,” cheered theNew York Times.

Synagogue at Malden Bridge Announces
MicroCinema!



•The Plot Against Harry. This hilarious cult film, filmed in 1969 but unreleased until its showings at film fes-
tivals 20 years later, follows a small-time Jewish gangster as he tries to adapt to a changing world upon his release from
prison. Winner of 1991 Independent Spirit Awards for Director and Screenplay.

•Man is a Woman (L’homme est une femme comme les autres). A  scintillating French gay/straight comedy that has
been called “The ‘Jewish’ Wedding Banquet.”

•A double bill of two fascinating short films: Number Our Days,  an Oscar-winning adaptation of Barbara Myerhoff ’s
book about elderly Jews in Venice, California,  and The Tiles That Bind, an amusing look at the Jewish mania for mah-
jongg.

As you can see, we intend to hold to our promise to show hard-to-find films of Jewish interest for all tastes, moving
from drama to comedy, theatrical features to the rare documentary, foreign to domestic. In addition to providing
stimulating and entertaining evenings, we will also be developing a media lending library of films for our community.

Please help amortize our initial expenditure by becoming a Founding Subscriber of the Microcinema. Just fill out
the subscription blank below and returning it with your check. For Synagogue members, a year’s subscription, with
seven films, is $45 for a couple, $22.50 for an individual. That’s $3.20 per person, per film...including cake! (For non-
members, $48 or $24). Another choice is a three-year subscription at $100 a couple, $50 an individual. That’s $2.77 an
admission!

If you have any questions, please call me at 392-5109. We look forward to seeing you on August 20.

Sincerely,

Alan Gelb

MicroCinema
The Synagogue at Malden Bridge

Please print clearly!

Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________City______________State________Zip__________

Phone Number_______________________________Email______________________________________

One Year for a couple:     $45.00 (Synagogue members only)________   $48.00 (non-member)_________

One year individual:        $22.50 (Synagogue members only)________  $24.00 (non-member)_________

Three years for a couple: $100.00 (Synagogue members only)________

Three years individual:      $50.00 (Synagogue members only)________

(Please return to: Synagogue at Malden Bridge, MicroCinema, Box 18, Malden Bridge, NY 12115)

✂

Special Jewish interest films for children (A Rugrats Hanukah, Sesame Street Goes to Israel) and teens
(Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz, School Ties, Swing Kids).
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Tisha B’Av
by Fred Rheingold

On Wednesday, August 10 at 8:00 in the evening, we
will gather at the synagogue to read from the book of Lam-
entations to mark Tisha B’Av, the ninth of Av. Tisha B’Av
marks several disasters in the history of the Jewish people.
According to tradition, the following events occurred on
this day:

-the destruction of the first Temple by the Babylonians in 586
B.C.E. and the Second Temple by the Romans in 70 C.E.

-the decree of expulsion of the Jews of Spain in 1492
-the beginning of World War I in 1914

Jewish history has, of course, had many chapters of
suffering and the memory of these events puts off many
people who believe we should accent the “positive.” In
addition, many see the commemoration of Tisha B’Av as
anachronistic in the period following the re-establishment
of Israel and especially after the recovery of our holy sites
in the Old City of Jerusalem in 1967.

However, our tradition does not have us fast and fol-
low the customs of mourning on Tisha B’Av for the sake
of mourning for its own sake. The First Temple was de-
stroyed according to the Bible, because the people of Judah
had deserted God to follow idols of stone and metal. The
Rabbis tell us that the Second Temple was laid waste be-
cause of widespread hatred of one Jew for another. The
holiday, in other words, tells us that we risk destruction if
we neglect our relationship with God and with other
people. (One way of classifying the 613 mitzvot is to di-
vide them between commandments that are between
people and God and those that are between people.) It
also reminds us that our worst enemies are not the
Babylonians, the Romans or some other outside power, as
terrible and dangerous as they may be, but ourselves. As
individuals and as a people, we usually inflict more harm
on ourselves than others do to us.

No matter how secure we may be or think we are, Tisha
B’Av comes to remind us in a not-so-pleasant way, that
we must be constantly vigilant to guard against some of
our natural tendencies.

But no occasion in Judaism is all joy or all mourning.
Our tradition reminds us that on the day the Temple was
destroyed, the Messiah was born.

❧ ❧ ❧

Calendar

August 4
“Kabbalat Shabbat” at the home of Mark Feder at 7:00
pm.

August 9, Wednesday,  at 8 PM
Tisha B'Av services

August 5- NO SATURDAY SERVICES!
August 12- Vaetchanan
Torah reading:  Deut. 3:23-7:11
Moses pleads to be allowed to enter Canaan; the Shema
Haftarah: Isaiah 40:1-26
First of haftarot of consolation after Tisha B’Av
Kiddush host: Balsen Family in honor of Sandy and Amy White
for a year of growth and health.

August 19- Ekev
Torah reading:  Deut.7:12-11:25
Following God’s laws as the way to life
Haftarah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3
The Jews as a light to the nations.
Kiddush host: Diane Leibovitz

August 26- ReÕeh
Torah reading:  Deut.  11:26-16:17
Freedom of choice as part of the Torah
Haftarah:    Isaiah 54:11-55:5
Messianic vision of a world ruled by righteousness
Kiddush host: Mimi and Charles Lieber

September 2- Shoftim
Torah reading:  Deut. 16:18-21:9
Standards of justice
Haftarah:  Isaiah 51:12-52:12
God is always near to comfort us
Kiddush host: Sydele and Joe Roth

September 9- Ki Teytze
Torah reading:  Deut. 21:10-25:19
Family laws, laws of kindness, lost property
Haftarah: Isaiah. 54:1-10
God’s promise to Jerusalem that He will restore her after the Exile
Kiddush host: Fred Rheingold and Jody Leopold

please turn to page 4

Rosh Hashana Services
Friday, September 29       6:30 PM
Saturday, September 30   9:00 AM
Sunday, October 1           8:00 AM

Yom Kippur
Sunday, October 8    Kol Nidrei   6 PM
Monday, October 9  Morning service  9 AM
                                Afternoon service 4:30 PM

High Holy Day Dates and Times
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View From the Bridge
Fred Rheingold

By the end of September, when we start the New Year, it will be
close to one year since we founded our congregation, but this will be
the first High Holiday season that we will celebrate as a group.

We are currently planning for this busy season. Though we are
in a new location, we can assure you that the tenor and style of service
will not change from those we all loved when we were in Nassau. The
service will be welcoming and worshipper-friendly. Every attempt will
be made to make the services understandable and meaningful.

At this point, we invite those of you who would like to help lead
any part of the service to let us know. One of our primary goals is to
restore the active participation of all the congregation that is the trade-
mark of traditional Jewish life. Would you like to read a few verses
from the Torah? We will provide the materials and the help to do it. Is
there a comment on the binding of Isaac (or any other of the holiday
readings) that you’ve been aching to make for decades? Now is the
time to let us know.

Many customs arise out of a practical need. This year, the sec-
ond day of Rosh Hashanah falls on Sunday. Though Pastor Zittel has
graciously assured us that the sounds of the shofar or singing from the
Vedder Hall would not disturb the Methodist service on Sunday
morning, we have decided to call a recess in our services during the
time that the church service is conducted, from 9:30 to 10:30. We
will start early, at 8 in the morning, and we hope to complete the
morning service by 9:30. At that point we will proceed to the Malden
Bridge and perform Tashlich. We symbolically toss crumbs into flow-
ing water to rid our selves of our sins. This year, we want to make this
service a highlight of the day, and not an afterthought. What a beau-
tiful and symbolic setting to start the New Year! Water swiftly flowing
from the past, rushing beneath us as we watch it disappear around the
meandering stream bed. This picture will be worth many thousands
of words.

September 16- Ki Tavo
Torah reading:  Deut. 26:1-29:8

Continued from page 3

SMB Establishes Three New Funds

It is a time-honored Jewish tradition to mark a happy occasion
or remember a departed loved one by giving tzedakah.

Our Synagogue has established three new funds to which mem-
bers of our community, their families and friends can contribute as a
way of acknowledging significant moments.

Contributions to the Sefer Torah Fund will enable us to acquire
our first Sefer Torah, while contributions to our Education Fund will
help enrich the Jewish experience of the children in our Synagogue.
Our Book Fund will provide siddurim, machzorim and bibles for
our growing community.

We gratefully acknowledge the following recent contributions:

Dr. Panitch to the Torah Fund.
David and Leah Levy to the Hebrew School Fund.
Frank and Lynn Peseckis to the Torah Fund.
Mr. and Mrs. Shapiro to the Torah Fund

(our next newsletter will include a more comprehensive list)

Calendar

Admonition to follow the Torah when the Israelites enter Canaan
Haftarah: Isaiah 60:1-22
The nations will recognize God’s greatness and Israel’s importance
Kiddush host: Karen Levine and Alan Gelb

September 23-   Nitzavim- Vayelech
Torah reading: Deut. 29:9-31:30
God is compassionate and His Torah is accessible
Haftarah: Isaiah 61:10-63:9
Another messianic vision of redemption after the throes of exile.
Kiddush host: Mark Dickerman

Selichot Services: 10 PM
September 30- First Day Rosh Hashanah
Torah reading: Genesis 21:1-34, Numbers 29:1-6
God remembers Sarah with a son, Isaac
Haftarah: I Samuel 1:1-2:10
Hannah prayers for and receives a son, Samuel.

❧ ❧ ❧


