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Message from Charles D.
Lieber, Vice President

T ogetherness is an odd
word.  To some people
it conveys warmth and

comfort, sometimes emotional secu-
rity or at least rapport, and on occa-
sion even physical safety.  To others it
smacks of mawkish sentimentality.
Fact is that humans are herd beings
who need one another for almost any
activity, excepting perhaps pure cre-
ativity--artistic, scientific, intellectual-
and even that, in one sense or another,
has to have a human audience to ful-
fill its raison d'être. And so, however
we view the notion of "togetherness"
or the word itself, the idea it embod-
ies is a human need that calls to be
met.

Meeting that need in one form
or another is what human groupings
do.  The Synagogue at Malden Bridge
is such a grouping.  In one sense it is
a-borning, experimental (in a conser-
vative [and Conservative] style), and
in the process of “finding itself.” In
another sense, it is fully grown and
appears to meet the varied require-
ments of a varied membership.  It
does what synagogues do: its mem-

bers pray, study, learn, eat, chat, so-
cialize, meet, plan, argue, laugh, and
at times, weep together.  But in how
it does all that lies the reason why
these members consider SMB to be
different from most other “shuls” in
their social ken. First, it is a recent
creation, open to reasonable change.
Second, it is made up of people with
widely different talents, occupations,
and experience. Third-and most un-
usual for a synagogue--a majority of
its members contribute actively and
regularly to the advancement of the
group in its areas of concern.

The merger of these elements in
the character of the group--its color-
ing, as it were-has resulted in the con-
tinually increasing popularity and
success of certain  practices which,
though not necessarily originated by
SMB but as carried out here, give the
group a refreshing sense of departure
from the accepted pattern and thereby
not only offer new ways of looking at
what a synagogue is about but actu-
ally enhance the inspirational effect
of the particular activity.

The outstanding example of
such an activity is the communal
reading in English of the weekly por-
tion of the Torah and the Haftarah,
the related portion of the Prophets.
This takes place on several Saturdays
of every month and on most holydays

that call for a religious service. For
this, the worshippers assemble around
a large table with, in front of each
person, a copy of one or another text
of the English translation.  Then each
one in turn reads aloud, in English, a
passage of the relevant Torah portion
that is to be read on that day. At the
end of each successive passage, the
reading is halted and the passage is
discussed as to its intrinsic intent, its
relevance to the entirety of the day's
text, its meaning in contemporary
terms, its historical significance, and
any metaphorical or subliminal
weight it may carry. This is contin-
ued to the end of the entire reading
traditionally scheduled for the day.  At
the conclusion of the reading, all par-
ticipants return to their seats for the
final segment of the service.

The major contribution this
reading makes to the meaningfulness
of the service is self-evident.  It gives
the individual who reads and under-
stands English more easily than He-
brew a deeper and clearer understand-
ing of what the tradition demands
that every Jew read at least once a year
(or once every three years, if a syna-
gogue is on a triennial reading cycle).
Not only does it familiarize its read-
ers with the central body of writing
on which their beliefs are based but
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A Moving Observance for Yom Ha'Shoah
by Alice Swersey

 Plaintive Yiddish songs provided a background as
people filed into the sanctuary of the WUMC for a me-

❧ ❧ ❧

it acquaints them in depth with one of the very few truly
great literary works of world civilization. In that respect
alone, the communal English reading tradition followed
here is an incomparable cultural experience that can ap-
preciably intensify one's insight into the multidimensional
and multifaceted nature of man and his relation to the
divine as well as, perhaps, into one's own feelings and at-
titude in that respect.

But to return to what was touched on above. The
communal reading can readily be seen as a major asset
not merely of the SMB style of religious service but of the
SMB as an institution and thereby, potentially, as an offer
to the larger community it inhabits and serves.  How so?
The answer lies in the special nature of the exercise: not
so much in the quality of the participants (which is high)
but in their considerable diversity. Here are Jewishly well-
educated individuals who contribute of their learning;
others are persons versed in the arts whose particular ap-
proaches differ radically from any run-of-the mill view;
some, with a more pragmatic perspective, find, in the text
before them, problems and realities that must be faced
even to this day; and yet others voice a special enthusiasm
because, they say, the text is taking them on a voyage of
discovery through a landscape they have never seen be-
fore.  These and other ways of responding to the text give
it an unusual depth and many-sidedness that private read-
ing even with a single line of commentary cannot offer.
But beyond this, the commitment of the readers and the
richness of the interplay among their personalities not only
cast a bright light on what is read but actually reflect that
light onto the group itself which, by the end of the read-
ing, has blended, at least for the nonce, into a single dedi-
cated entity.  This sense of community, which is one of
the basic requirements of an effective religious service and
one of the hallmarks of SMB, reaffirms and strengthens
in each individual, even if only temporarily, a sense of
belonging, an awareness that defeats all notions of mawk-
ish sentimentality-a warm feeling of togetherness.

Message from Charles D. Lieber
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morial observance for Yom Ha'Shoah. The evening of read-
ings, music and speakers, narrated by Bernie Kukoff, pro-
vided a fitting remembrance of the Holocaust.

S'Brent, "My Brothers, Our Poor City Is In Flames
and You Stand Helpless!," a Yiddish song, set the stage for
the readers.  The song was written by Mordechai Gebertig,
a songwriter, who used his craft to depict the fate of his
people.  Selections from writings of witnesses, ghetto fight-
ers, survivors, songwriters, and poets offered powerful re-
membrances of the horrors of these events.

Alex Balsen, Nat Gelb, Josh Machiz, and Cleo Stiller,
teenagers from the synagogue, read from the writings of
children, their counterparts, who perished in the Holo-
caust.

 Lily Balsen sang Zog N it Keynmal, a song written in
commemoration of the heroic uprising by the Jews of the
Vilna ghetto.  Lily contacted her grandmother by tele-
phone for help in learning the Yiddish text.  At first her
grandmother did not recall the song but soon remem-
bered it and sang the entire four verses to Lily on the phone.

The speakers, Charles Lieber and Jaap Penraat spoke
of their personal experiences.  Charles Lieber described
how his mother, a Viennese refugee in France, refused the
offer of a hiding place, saying that she had nothing to
hide, and died in Auschwitz.  Mr. Penraat told us that, as
a young man in Holland, he and a friend falsified pass-
ports and identification documents that helped many Jews
to escape from the Nazis.  His reminiscences were com-
pelling and even humorous, juxtaposing the absurd and
nearly unbelievable circumstances of the times.  Penraat
also reminded us that the story of the Holocaust must be
told and retold so that it should be known throughout
the world and never forgotten.

The readers and musicians included 20 SMB mem-
bers and friends who performed for an audience of more
than fifty persons.  Kaddish was recited and, as the evening
drew to a close, the cellist Helene Annas beautifully played
an unaccompanied selection from a Bach suite.  W ith the
stirring solo cello music filling the hall, memorial candles
were lit to commemorate this and more recent genocides.
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Double Simchas Celebrated at SMB
by Alice Swersey

What a joyous Shabbat we celebrated on Saturday,
April 15.  The Synagogue at Malden Bridge had its first
baby naming for Liana 'Tamar' Greenberg, daughter of
Mark Greenberg and Ditte Nielson, and sister to Ariela.
The sun filled our shul as family, friends, and members
came to honor the event. It was delightful to see young
children playing outside and periodically visiting with their
parents during the service.

The April 15 Shabbat service was also memorable for
us because it was the first Torah service at SMB.  Rabbi
Bomzer of Congregation Beth Abraham Jacob in Albany
had lent us a Torah scroll.  We yielded our usual roundtable
discussion to the moving experience of listening to the
Torah being read from the bimah and of singing while
the scroll was carried through the congregation.  We were
delighted to have passed another milestone in our first
year of steady and successful activity. Thank you Rabbi
Bomzer and congregation!

Mysteries of Shavuot
by Fred Rheingold

If you travel to the Sinai, now under Egyptian con-
trol, you can take a tour to Mt. Sinai where they will tell
you that it is the place where Moses received the “Ten
Commandments” from God. At the base of this moun-
tain is a Greek monastery. So it seems that this is the au-
thentic place of the revelation.

However, the monastery dates only from the sixth
century, almost two thousand years after the giving of the
Torah. So, who is to say that this is the place where those
dramatic events took place? In fact, some scholars have
identified other mountains as the site of Mt. Sinai. Some
of these locations are in the Sinai, some are in the Negev
and one author believes it is in modern-day Saudi Arabia.

It is very intriguing that Jewish tradition never made
an attempt to locate the mountain exactly or to make it a
national shrine. In the whole Bible, only Elijah, who lived
several centuries after Moses, journeyed back to Sinai. On
Shavuot, the holiday that celebrates the giving of the To-
rah, Jews were commanded to go to Jerusalem, not to Sinai.
What took place was more important that where it took
place.

Rabbinic tradition echoes this idea when it informs
us that God gave the Torah not in Egypt, the land of sla-
very, nor in Canaan, the Promised Land, but in the desert,
no-man’s land. The Torah, though given to the Jewish
people, was really the possession of all people. Other tra-
ditions challenge our mental image of a huge Mt. Sinai.
Instead, they insist, Mt. Sinai was a little hill. God does
not need the highest mountain to give his Teaching.

Even the date of the giving of the Torah is somewhat
mysterious. Shavuot, the holiday when we commemorate
the giving of the Torah, is not given a calendar date in the
Torah, as are all the other holidays. Instead, it is the fifti-
eth day after the first day of Passover. Because of the word-
ing in the Torah, the exact day of celebrating Shavuot was
the subject of debate in the time of the Second Temple.
The Pharasaic tradition which we follow ultimately fixed
the holiday to fall on the sixth (and seventh day outside of
Israel) of Sivan, but other groups observed it on other
dates.

By refusing to fix the where and the when with the
same clarity it does for other holidays, the Torah is telling
us that revelation is a mysterious event that transcends
our ordinary understanding of time and place. We hope
you will help us share in some of this mystery when we

hold our first Tikkun Leyl Shavuot study session on Thurs-
day night, June 8 at 8:30 . Services for the holiday will be
on Friday,  June 9 and Saturday, June 10 at 9:30 AM.

Tikkun Leyl Shavuot
(Shavuot study session)

Thursday, June 8 at 8:30 PM

Shavuot services
Friday, June 9

and
Saturday June 10

9:30 AM
Receive the Torah again with us

❧ ❧ ❧

❧ ❧ ❧
Mazel Tov!

•Playwrights and Synagogue members Alan Gelb and
Lucille Lichtblau for their wonderful contributions to
Stageworks production “Ten by Ten.” Brilliant work Alan
and Lucille!
•Binyamin Hanani, son of Hannah and Yeduda Hanani,
on his graduation from Swarthmore College.
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(Editor: The views below here are those of a member of this
congregation.  The SMB has not taken a position with re-
spect to this subject.)

Big Cement and Columbia County
by Hannah Hanani

 Is there a Jewish perspective on pollution and the
environment?  The question arises in the context of the
Holnam/St. Lawrence Cement plan to build one of the
largest facilities of its kind in Columbia County, a bucolic
corner of the Hudson Valley.

As a people, we have most often identified with the
reformers and visionaries, with those seeking social jus-
tice.  The cabalistic concept of "Tikkun Olam" is that we
are all responsible for repairing and mending the world.
It implies a transformed world order, a shift from the
materialistic paradigm to one that reveals the sacred within
matter and nature, one that leads us away from greed and
conflict to a more meaningful life and greater possibili-
ties.

Starting at the very beginning of our historical narra-
tive, man is installed in the Garden of Eden to "work it
and guard it" (Genesis 2:15).  Our interaction with the
environment is one of stewardship. We celebrate the veg-
etative world on Tu B'shvat, and the cycle of the Jewish
year pulsates to the awakening of spring at Passover, to
the harvest and the rains.  Contrary to the stereotype of
the Jew as urbanite, we are in origin an agrarian people--
farmers and sheepherders--and sensitivity to nature and
nature's bountifulness lies deep in our group conscious-
ness.

We are in the midst of a community drama in which
the tyranny of the dollar, the feigned or actual ignorance
of some of our politicians with their hidden agendas, and
the specter of globalization at play in our own back yard
all threaten to shred the fabric of the community. Must
we sacrifice our natural landscape, the quality of our lives,
the health of our children in order to benefit a Swiss-owned
Canadian corporation attempting to insinuate itself into
the region? I suspect the prophets of yore would rail against
the immorality of today's Barons of Cement.

In our tradition of hallowing and sanctifying life, we
are commanded to remove all possible sources of danger.
For example, if you build a roof or balcony people will
walk on, you must build a protective parapet.  What should
guide us in this community debate--above hollow prom-
ises for state-of-the-art industry (based on burning 19th
century coal), above the banner of more jobs (Columbia

County has a 2% unemployment rate), and above plac-
ing our trust in government agencies that waiver in ful-
filling their mandate--is the biblical command to "choose
life."

Welcome New Members!!!

Sandra and Robert Goldman
Arthur B. and Elaine M. Greenberg
Suzanna and Ira Marks
Phil and Marge Lewis

❧ ❧ ❧

June 3, 2 000
Parasha- Bamidbar Numbers 1:1-4:20 Census of the tribes
Haftarah- I Samuel 20:18-42  David and Jonathan
Kiddush host:  Hanani (in honor of Binyamin's graduation)
June 9, 2 000 (Shavuot)
Parasha- Exodus 19:1-20:23 Giving of the Torah
Haftarah- Ezekiel 1:1-28, 3:12 Ezekiel's Vision
June 10, 2 000 (Shavuot)
Parasha- Deuteronomy 15:19-16:17 Cycle of the holidays
Haftarah- Habbakuk 3:1-19 Habbakuk's vision
Kiddush host: Lieber
June 17, 2 000
Parasha- Naso Numbers 4:21-7:89 Rules for Kohanim (priests) and
Nazirites
Haftarah- Judges 13:2-25  The story of Samson
Kiddush host:  Swersey
June 2 4, 2 000
Parasha- Behaalotcha Numbers 8:1-12:16  Menorah; Levites become
assistants to priests
Haftarah- Zecharia 2:14-4:7 Zecharia urges support for the leaders
of the people
Kiddush host:  Silver/Feldman
July 1, 2 000
Parasha- Sh'lach L'cha  Numbers 13:1-15:41 Spies bring back fright-
ening reports, people doomed to 40 years in desert
Haftarah- Joshua 2:1-24 Joshua sends two spies to Jericho where they
are helped by Rachab
Kiddush host:  Levine/Gelb
July 8 , 2 000
Parasha- Korach  Numbers 16:1-18:32 Moses confronts a rebellion
Haftarah- I Samuel 11:14-12:22  Samuel speaks to the people at the
end of his judgeship
Kiddush host:  Machiz
July 15 , 2 000
Parasha- Chukkat-Balak  Numbers 19:1-25:9 Red heifer, Balak hired
to curse Israelites
Haftarah- Micah 5:6-6:8  Hope and anger at the Israelites
Kiddush host:  Balsen
July 2 2 , 2 000
Parasha- Pinchas Numbers 25:10-30:1 Sacrifices for the holidays
Haftarah- Jeremiah 1:1-2:3 Warnings of danger
Kiddush host:  Dickerman

Calendar

please turn to page 6
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Shalom
by Amy White

First, let me thank all of you for coming today. I know
several of you have really had to put yourselves out to get
here and I appreciate it. For me you are here as partici-
pants not as observers, your being here is a big part of its
meaning for me, so be assured that your travelling to be
here means a lot to me.

I would also like to thank Rabbi Dennis Ross for the
welcome, good humor, and support he has shown me; I
have enjoyed my recent months at Anshe Amunin, listen-
ing to the voice of Rabbi Saltzman at prayer and being
with my fellow Sabbath worshippers and classmates.

Now why am I here? Conversion is not the right word.
I am not here converting from one religious affiliation, or
one set of beliefs in a divinity to a new belief. Indeed pur-
suing a belief in God is not part of this quest. To call this
moment a Choosing or Completion might be more like it.
I am here choosing to embrace a set of associations and
values, to identify myself with a people, its culture and
history.   I am hoping to complete (or tidy-up as a friend
put it) some part of my own soul’s journey and to confirm
some of the values I have through the years come to cher-
ish. I am here expecting to go deeper and further in learn-
ing the wisdom of an often wise people.  I am asking for
public and formal recognition of what is so private and
personal because I want to be entitled to the belonging,
the identification and support I seek.  I want to be held
accountable.

A few months ago, while I was anticipating this mo-
ment I read quite a good book, The Archivist, by Martha
Cooley. I was arrested by the words of a tormented charac-
ter in the book whose Jewish-born German parents had
converted to Christianity partly from the trauma of the
Holocaust:

“I can’t understand any religious conversion,” says
Roberta. “I’ve always thought, where this stuff is concerned,
people respond to the symbols of their childhood. It’s like
a reflex. You know –play a little organ or recite some Latin
or Hebrew, and the convert is right back in the thrill or
terror of that first spiritual impulse. Conversion strikes me
as something done out of desperation-an attempt to deny

something you’re stuck with-something that can’t be
changed by an act of will…”

This observation can be used to help explain my
hopes. Despair rather than desperation was the spur to
my standing up here today. Last October, while deep in
despair that my husband Sandy might die, I attended a
Yom Kippur service with my brother.  The service com-
forted me more than anything else had since Sandy’s can-
cer had been discovered. The solemn, magnificent and
familiar ritual invited me to endure the depth or reach of
the tragedy I feared would come about. I felt right then
that for my own survival I had better complete my Jew-
ish Odyssey. Whatever my husband’s future or my own I
wanted the strength,  beauty and celebration Judaism can
provide.

In the way of further explanation I can say that to-
day I am confirming a choice I made not 27 years ago
but over 50 year ago. In a sense I am going home. Those
of you who know me a long time, know that I grew up in
a very Jewish—if very secular—family and community.
While we did not observe any Jewish holidays or cus-
toms in our home, as my mother was not Jewish, I vaguely
thought of myself as Jewish. My father, my brother (whose
Jewish mother had died) and the dominant and domi-
nating extended Kovner family all set the tone. The kids
who attended the schools, camps and vacation spots we
went to were Jewish. I cherished Seder at my Aunt Sylvia’s
enormously, feeling wonder that all over the world at that
very moment Jews – like me – were gathering at table.
This larger-than-life family, for better or for worse, gave
me my bearings.  And when I thought about the un-
thinkable that had occurred in Europe as I was entering
the world – brought to consciousness primarily by The
Diary of Anne Frank– I thought that when the Jews were
being rounded up I would elect to join them. It would
be a choice and I would make it. (Others pointed out
later that it wouldn’t have been my choice at all.)

So I began with a sweet and fierce sense of belonging
to which this moment harkens; but—and here is the chal-
lenge—I also separated and was separated from that iden-
tification by the facts of my family and its dissolution.
Though none of us had stepped foot inside a synagogue,
when my brother –and male cousins –turned thirteen
they were Bar Mitzvahed, not I.  And when my parents
were divorced, loyalty to my mother and to her presence
inside myself required that I remain either/or or neither/
nor.  For a long time religious affiliation had to do with
parental allegiance and so was split.

Editor: Amy White, a resident of Old Chatham and a mem-
ber of our Synagogue, recently completed her conversion to
Judaism. Below is the text of her speech as presented in cel-
ebration of her conversion. We thank Amy for allowing us to
share this with you.

please turn to page 6
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The chauvinism of Judaism is also enough to keep
many a woman away. I have wondered how my disinter-
ested father would have felt about what I am doing today.
I think that his unshakably firm sense of identity and place
would have made it hard for him to understand why be-
ing an either/or or neither/nor might prove a dry well in
the long run.

Nonetheless, to think that now, after 57 years of be-
ing not-quite-Jewish, “Poof I’m a Jew” is problematic, my
dunking in the Mikvah notwithstanding. I do think I will
always be stuck with my birthright ambivalence, still and
yet this is a moment that I am very excited about and take
as a work in progress.

So, why else the excitement?  Perhaps more than any-
thing in the world I hate racism,  anti-Semitism included.
I believe that Jews are less likely to act on prejudice, more
likely to pursue civil rights, decency and equity than other
groups. In electing to identify myself as a Jew I feel a cer-
tain delicious insolence.

In the reading Rabbi Ross gave me I came upon a
moving passage which captures something in my heart.
The following is part of an imaginary reconstruction by
Zvi Kolitz of the thoughts of  Yossel Rakover, a Chasid
who died fighting the Nazis in the Warsaw ghetto:

“I am proud that I am a Jew, not in spite of the world’s
treatment of us, but precisely because of this treatment. I
should be ashamed to belong to the people who spawned
and raised the criminals who are responsible for the deeds
that have been perpetuated against us I believe that to be
a Jew means to be a fighter, an everlasting swimmer against
the turbulent, criminal human current…

I believe that to be a Jew is an inborn trait. One is

born a Jew exactly as one is born an artist. It is impossible
to be released from being a Jew.  That is our godly at-
tribute that has made us a chosen people. Those who do
not understand will never understand the higher mean-
ing of our martyrdom. If I ever doubted that God once
designated us as the chosen people, I would believe now
that our tribulations have made us the chosen one.”

(Bechol Levavcha, p. 31)

Other reasons? I am making the commitment out of
love for my Jewish friends. Not that some of my nearest
and dearest –for example, my husband and all our chil-
dren! - aren’t non-Jews but that most of my friends are
Jewish and these friends have qualities that sink me into
the earth of my childhood, wedding me to a way of  be-
ing which I cherish. To what qualities do I refer?  Direct
verbal confrontation; An endless search for meaning, for
understanding, for human dimension and human impact;
A great love and commitment for learning of all kinds;  A
kind of fleshy embrace in relationships, emotionalism;
Warmth, warmth even in hostility; The eschewing  of
physical violence and coercion—right not might making
right; Melancholy, depression and downright suffering;
The love of eating and sharing of food!

Continued from page 5
Shalom
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July 2 9, 2 000
Parasha- Mattot-Masey Numbers 30:2-36:13  Rules of war, bound-
aries of Canaan
Haftarah- Jeremiah 2:4-2:28, 3:4  More warnings of destruction
Kiddush host:  Leopold/Rheingold


