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High Holidays 2010/5771
by Alice Swersey, President

This year we are excited to hold High Holiday Services in our own home in Chatham Center.  For the first five years of our existence High Holiday services were in Malden Bridge, at the church we shared with our Methodist friends.  In 2005 we moved to our present location in Chatham Center and held our first holiday services in our new building. The following year, you may recall, we had services in a tent in the backyard, but, unfortunately, our handicap access plan turned out to be inadequate.
 
For the past three years we've held Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services at the Chatham Fair Grounds. While this arrangement met most of our requirements (location, space, parking, and handicapped access), we aren't able to use the fair grounds this year as Rosh HaShanah falls on September 8, just two days after the Chatham Fair closes, and it isn't possible to get the fairgrounds cleaned in time for us.
(read the full message...)

Interview:
Rabbi Or Rose
by Linda Ziskind
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I recently sat down with Rabbi Or Rose to gather information for the piece I was to write about him for this issue of our Newsletter. Because my writing speed is somewhere south of glacial, I had my trusty digital mini-recorder, which turned out to be a lucky break because, 30 seconds into our conversation I realized that nothing I could write could match the eloquence and beauty of Or's own words. 

(LZ): Who has been the biggest influence in your life?
(read the interview...)

High Holiday Services & Schedule
by Brenda Gevertz, Chair, Ritual Committee

"Just as the hand, held before the eye, can hide the tallest mountain, so the routine of everyday life can keep us from seeing the vast radiance and the secret wonders that fill the world."                                                    
-18th Century Chasidic Meditation
 
The High Holidays provide an opportunity for us to take a deep breath in our lives.  We contemplate the year that has passed and think about the year that is ahead.  In song, prayer and meditation, The Chatham Synagogue Netivot Torah will usher in the New Year, beginning with Erev Rosh HaShanah services at 6 PM on Wednesday, September 8th. We will gather in our lovely garden, sheltered by a large tent, accessible to all with a newly built access ramp.  Services will be led by Rabbi Or Rose, who will be assisted by Rabbinic student, Shoshanna Friedman.  
(See the High Holiday schedule...)

The Power of Poetry
by Lydia Kukoff

Sacred texts come in many forms - Bible, Talmud, midrash and, for me, poetry, which has always been a source of insight and delight. The poem, "How Divine is Forgiving?" by Marge Piercy, is a favorite of mine. I read these same words every year at this season, and each year they seem to change because I have changed.
(read the full article and poem...)
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